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"A big corporation has the opportunity to call in any of their advisers, whereas a poor 
person doesn't usually." 
 
Legal representation always seems to boil down to who has the money. 
 
James P. DeAngelo, a lawyer with McNeese Wallace & Nurick, offers legal aid or pro 
bono work for people in the community who otherwise could not afford an attorney. 
 
He's not alone. 
 
The Harrisburg office of MidPenn Legal Services, serving Dauphin and Perry counties, 
handled 1,782 cases in 2002. Of that number, 639 were handled by pro bono volunteers. 
 
The Carlisle office, serving Cumberland County, handled 1,144 cases in 2002. Of that 
number, 146 were handled by pro bono volunteers. 
 
Pro bono services are provided by attorneys in private practice. Legal aid is provided by 
attorneys working for legal aid societies. 
 
DeAngelo has been providing free services to the poor almost since he got out of law 
school. 
 
"Because of the support here at McNeese Wallace & Nurick, I was right out of the 
clerkship and they were doing a great deal of work in the local program with the Dauphin 
County Bar Association," he said. 
 
DeAngelo said it often involves more work on fewer cases and pertains usually to 
custody, divorce, family law, consumer bankruptcy, landlord-tenant cases and work for 
charities, which find it difficult to afford legal counsel. 
 
"Some folks just need to come in and talk to someone and get direction on how to resolve 
cases," he said. "Others need help further in getting the case brought through the court 
system." 
 
He said it is the little guy in the greatest need. "A big corporation has the opportunity to 
call in any of their advisers, whereas a poor person doesn't usually," DeAngelo said. 
 
He said he doesn't have any problem with satisfaction. "When you get involved in these 
things, I am left with the knowledge that I have made one person live better right now," 



he said. "I'm sure people in other professions get that in their work, too." 
 
Further, "only we can provide legal advice. That brings professional satisfaction," 
DeAngelo said. 
 
He is a member and former chairman of the public service committee, and incoming co-
chairman of the equal justice committee of the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 
 
Mark Silliker of Silliker and Reinhold of Linglestown, who is a former chairman of the 
county association's public service committee, said DeAngelo and his law firm have 
worked tirelessly for the cause of legal services for the poor. 
 
"He's been very influential in putting together a list of attorneys who do pro bono work," 
Silliker said. "He's also been helpful in working on a custody clinic of the Dauphin 
County Bar Association. 
 
"Whenever there's a problem, he's there to deal with it. He's a real asset to the 
community," Silliker said. "He's always cheerful, always ready to help and is helpful in 
soliciting donations." 


